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BLAST OF 1734 BEGUN BY DEWEES( of Valley Forge)
The discovery mfxtkex in January 1972 that Dewees of Valley Forge LEASE#
OPERATED the Birdshcro Forges 1782-83-and Hopewell Furnace 1782-83§Lmade

Journal SM 41 R more understandable, Mjrk Ejrd naturally began a NEW series

RESUM ED T HE |
of Records when he wagake=ise opera+; Hopewell Furnace agadm in 1724, He had no
Nog

nalances to bring forwardj EVERY accourt was NEW on J-n,1,1784,

Seemirgly, the blast of the firnace was in process at the END of the Dewees 1
lease, No record of séttlement between Bird andDeweese has been found to date
showing either the Dewees takeover in 1782 nor the return of the furnace to

ER
Eird in 1724, Seemincly, both transfers had been smoothe And for GOOD reasons,

A
3ird and m Dewees had been partners for six vears in the operation of the
Glasgow Torge( near today's Fottstown) during 1772-78£§;ning, p 179) Then,
IroN
Dewees hmdof Valley Torge had married into the Pottsnfamily and was the uncle,

by marriagghf his sister, to Frederick Antes, the successful 177akannon

founder at Reading and Warwick Furnaceso H Review of Berks Co Vol XXXIX p 14,

BIASTS OF 1784

Normally, the furnace founder, keepers, fillers and moulders were paid at the
end of a "blast", the time when a furnace HAD to stop smelting because the
sardstore lining turned through and had to be replaced, Actually, Fourder Steese
died by Sept 1784, but his death- ending the blast by payments~ is buried

within 2 movlder's account( p 1256) and known only by this referebfp to ‘iidow Skes

se, Othefwise , one wo:ld surmise that Steese had roved away from Hope=
I'n BPRIL 1784,
well, asaMmulderwenbedd in April 1784,

APRIL 1774 SETTLIEMENT SUGGESTED BIAST BEGAN UNDER DEWEES

Stee

The creditingbof 749% TON production to Founder Be%gg} strongly sugcested tﬁat
this large production Had%zg%ual 1y begun before January 1784, Normally, the
fiirnace produced ahout three tons a day with the furnace being "banked"on Sun=
days.%sing this meg:d of operation, six days a week, -this tonnage averaged

p 4} ;;ggf TONS DAILY; INCLUDING ouFday operations, the average was over EIGHT

YONS DAILY. At three tons daily, the time period woild have been 274 days,



)

2

WELL BACK into Dewees operatione
PRODUCT AND EARNINGS
Production was mostly pig iron, about seveny eights, 636 tons out of 749% tons.

Being paid on a production basis, STeese earried kkmxweskx his highest pay,
thirty shillings a ton for LADLE CASTIﬁ?Sﬁfﬁeaning stove plates whidh were Rix
, LADEED"INTO FLAS&é}C-This paid h ébout $3,90 a tone Forge »ammers and arvils gax

earned him twentjshillings a tom, about 32,66, EXHKXEXXKY¥EXXKXE POTWARE,

PuvicHoveENS,
later termed country castings, included/pots, pans, ovens,skillets ard tea-

kettles and flat irons, paid 15 Shillings a ton, about?1,95 a ton, Forge castings

( two=inch~thick forge firebox plates mainty) paid 12 Sh&llings a ton, about

N . since

©1.56s Earningsy mmkx do NCT reflect actial pay for Steese, K e paid his
Steese paid

Keepers from his earningse For this"blast"/ieepers Feter Rice and John Roads

wexrxprid hyr stprgg over 44L and 13 L, based on the actual time worked, This
payrent recuced Steese's ircome from just over 292L, abt $766, to 235 L,

about $532,(Reducing these totals to months or days is impossible since the

R " 'iv i 4

becinring of the"bddst"is unknowns)
"BLAST" RIL - SEPTEMBER 1784 :
BLAST" CF APRI pe HREETIN pALY
Tomnace for the next indefinite period was much below/ﬁnormal“ for the
Hopewell Furnace of the Bréoke and Buckley period when Records with PRECISE

blast days survived, Froduction was only 120} toms; time in days. less Sundavs.



wi for pig iron and advan

catagories,
;;iw-E\CH ’

iekst pigxixar new Sip % increase
5 sh pig iron 10 sh Bah 100
10 sh potware 20 15 22
20 sh stoves 40 20 3“
1g ) Hm-.’»‘-.gls 0 e 33
3 8} rore -
5 orge Ustg 16 12 33
PRovsCcT70N

Mar: Bird eperstimg expenses climbed!

BIAST DID ENDBY APRIL 1784

While casting and moulders’® accounts suggested the end of a"blast" through

payments always made for production during that "pblast", credits to Mason
6 PEWELL .

Edward Davis PRCVED that ’Q-;-H‘rm required extensive and expensive inwall

and hearth work three times before April 16, 1’784.*?125.(; irmalT BURNOUT

definitely dates the first Hopewell blast to late Marche Steese's death

was the reason for the next bookkeeping "-last" endinge and the furnace

REASON Fo R
close down in 175 wasAt‘* third,

. . ae 2
IN April 1784, Founder Steese}mrned a Pound and roulder Moats 5 s a day
. . - . i LEVEN DAY
for “elping zson Davis, This inwall replacement alore required ELEVEN DAYS,
-~ ~ 2 ~ Y I3 TR [3
over 32 tons of iron were NCT produceds Cost in morey fop mason payment
was 60410,0, about $160e
- - ) L . ) = &

Bone of these happenings made"life easier™ for owner Mark Bird, up to his esaxs
financially 3 - s . VERY .
tinancially in evecting the biggest ironworks in America in this Seme time atrhe

Falls of Delaware, opposite Trenton, M.J. This exparsion on th}Delaware River

was the reason for {”%Z”’Oﬁ 000 loan, costing $1000 3 morth interest if six per=
Cent.

y "
TOTAL OUTFUTFRQM BLASTS CF 1784

Stesse 42 195'%:)3 Forge Cstgs Forge K & A Stoves  Potware  Total

Apr 8 7410400 90100060 62,5,060 3345,040 749,10,0,0



RIASTS CF 1784
Jzn 1 = April 17241
Founder Jacob Stecse p 54 SM 41 R

5356 Tom Pig ©5 35 aton
24100 Torge castings & 125 a ton
9.10C Forge hammers 2 anvils @ 20 §

62T 5 C Ladle Cgstings/Flasks) € 30S
33 T 5 C Potware & Slitting Mill

Castings ¢ 15

50

1594248
5240
9,10,0
02,7.10
5 24,1943
Total 202,1,7

749410C
Time:J2n31, Feb,20, lar, 21= 9104 7 is 13 Sundays
=13
78 days

78/ 745 8 T dally +

AprileSept 1724 ended by Stecse' deatqy p 54 SM4l R

196 Tons Fig
6e2e1.0 Potlware
6e0e0 For-e Castings
4,2,0,0 Borge Hammers & Anvils
4,0,0,0 Stoves
TOTALS
210610,1,0 Tons

£5S  49,0,0
155 4,11,82
@ 125 R, 3.7
¢ 155 3.1.6
€ 305 64060
6241695

Time: Apre30, May 31, June 30, July 31, Aug, 31 = 153 ¢ 7 1is 22 Sundays

=22
131 worklng days

131 /210 1is 1,58 ton daily

Sert - Dec 1784

Tor EACH foundsr p 114 Sh 41R

134,0,0,0 Fig ¢ 5S 32,10,0

4,10,0,0 Zottware © 105 2% O

23,0400 Stoves 2208 23404000

1.1560,0 Hammers & Anvils €@ 108 1746

269610 Forge Castings @88 19,9

X 2 X2

331,8.,2¢0 121.4 .6 for both founders
Time: Septes 30, Octe 31, Nove 30, Dece3l = 122 days ¢ 7 is 17 Sundays

3390 divided by 105

=17
105 Vorking days

is over 3 tons daily or 3.,2,3¢24,



